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able. It depends entirely on the social conditions of a
province which social power benefits by universal suffrage.
The suffrage will benefit the Roman Catholic Church, or the
great landowners, or the manufacturers, according to which
of these is really the most powerful. In our eastern pro-
vinces, where there is an important landowning class, the
suffrage operates on the lines of ancient feudalism. It goes
without saying that the peasants vote in the same way as
their lord. The lord leads hundreds of his labourers to the
ballot-box, and gives them the word of command. This
must inevitably happen, because it corresponds with the
actual distribution of power. In manufacturing districts,
on the other hand, where a great rancour against the land-
owners has been fostered, no such social influence will come
into play. In these districts the most frenzied radicalism
will be let loose. Any one, however, who imagines that the
external mechanism of the vote is capable of producing any
genuine freedom is a radical theorist. On the contrary,
it must be clear that it conduces to the weakening of
parliament. In this chaos of ecclesiastical, economic,
and political groups it is impossible for any one group to
retain a majority and to exercise a decisive influence on the
Government.

" A certain superficial consolation for the poor and the
oppressed may result from universal suffrage ; and, in any
case, when once it has been granted, it is almost impossible
to take it back. To do so would be to rouse such feelings
of mortification and indignation among the masses that the
disadvantages of the present state of things seem trifling in
comparison. The indiscriminate extension of the suffrage
is fatal in its effects, less as regards the immediate result of
the vote than as regards the whole character of political
life. Where the masses vote, powerful lungs will play an
important part, and the peculiarly violent tone, the vulgar-
ising and brutalising of public life, which has become
prevalent at the present day, can no longer be disregarded.
That is a necessary consequence ; but, unfortunately, it